Lindell D. Blades
September 14, 1944 - February 1, 2016

Lindell D. Blades, age 71, lifelong resident of West Frankfort, IL, passed away peacefully
at 3:00 a.m. on Monday, February 1, 2016, at his home.
He was born on Thursday, September 14, 1944, in West Frankfort, IL the son of George
A. and Marie (Kane) Blades.
Lindell grew up in West Frankfort and was a graduate of Frankfort Community High
School Class of 1963. Several years later, he went on with his education by attending the
Police Training Institute at Rend Lake College, passed testing, and received his law
enforcement certification.
After high school he began working, along with other family members, at Benton Bakery,
Benton, IL, Table Pride Bakery in West Frankfort and later his family opened Blades’
Bakery in West Frankfort. He continued at Blades’ Bakery and also worked as a line
inspector for Norge in Herrin, IL for 11 years. Then in 1975, he began his long career with
law enforcement as a patrolman with the West Frankfort Police Department. During his
career he was awarded the “Medal of Valor” from the department. He advanced with the
department, achieving the rank of lieutenant, and then in 1979 he became the Chief of
Police, something he was very proud of. He continued as Chief, for most of the next 18
years until his retirement in 1997.
After his retirement, he helped care for his wife, Shelia until she passed away. After her
death he started over-the-road truck driving for a short time until he was offered the
opportunity in 2002 to begin working security at John A. Logan College of Carterville and
was still employed at the college in security at the time of his death.
Lindell was first united in marriage to Shelia Kay Foster on Saturday, October 3, 1964 in
Rosiclare, IL and together shared nearly 37 years of marriage until her death on Saturday,
September 15, 2001. He later was united in marriage to Johnnie Martha Wittkamp on
Saturday, June 25, 2005, in Galatia, IL and together they have shared over 10 years of
marriage and she survives.
He was a member of Fellowship Baptist Church of Galatia, IL. He also was a member of
Frankfort No. 567 Masonic Lodge of West Frankfort where he served as Past Master,
member of the Illinois Police Association, served as President of the West Frankfort Police
Association and has served on the Police Pension Board for 30 years.

Lindell was a community minded person, always willing to give back his time and energy
to his home community and region. He organized many country music fundraisers for the
West Frankfort Police Association to help with the purchase of equipment for the police
auxiliary. He served as judge for the Boy Scout Soap Box Derby, raised money for St.
Jude’s Children’s Hospital and organized and took the D.A.R.E. Program around to the
area schools.
In his spare time he enjoyed coon hunting, participating in jam sessions with his bluegrass
music friends, fishing and camping, hosting fish frys at his home where he also held his
annual Halloween Chili Hayride with his many friends.
He loved being with his family and was always interested in their many activities,
especially those of his grandchildren. The many memories that have been created will
now be cherished by those he leaves behind.
He is survived by his wife, Johnnie Martha Blades of West Frankfort; two sons and
daughter-in-law, Lindell Ray and Karen Blades of West Frankfort and Kevin Bruce Blades
of Marion, IL; daughter and son-in-law, Deanna and Dax Davidson of West Frankfort; two
step sons and their wives, Sean and Lisa King of Greenup, IL and Devin and Tammy King
of Rose Bud, AR; step daughter and her husband, Aaron Sue and Kelly Tyner of
Vincennes, IN; seven granddaughters, Hannah King of Paris, IL, MaKenzie Blades of
West Frankfort, Cara Vancil of Linton, IN, Patricia Blades of Marion, IL, Alanis and Aleah
Davidson of West Frankfort and Katelyn Brooke Tyner of Vincennes, IN; two brothers and
sisters-in-law, Jack and Frances Blades of West Frankfort and John D. and Connie Blades
of Alabama; two sisters and brother-in-law, Lu Tefertiller and Ruth Ann and Jerry Spears
all of West Frankfort; sister-in-law, Jane Blades of West Frankfort; three brothers-in-law,
Waldo Cogdill and Joe Whittkamp and his wife, June all of West Frankfort and David
Foster of Benton, IL, a host of nieces and nephews, other extended family and many
friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents; first wife, Shelia; stepson, Matthew Vancil;
grandson, Clayton Blades; granddaughter, Bayley Nicole King; three brothers, Stanley,
Oakley and Donald Blades; two sisters, Mary Ellen Carlson and Emma Elizabeth Cogdill
and brother-in-law, Kenny Foster.
Arrangements for Lindell D. Blades were entrusted to Stone Funeral Home, 1201 East
Poplar St., of West Frankfort, IL.
The visitation was from 3:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 4th, at First
Christian Church located at 1001 South Cherry Street, of West Frankfort, IL.
During the time of visitation a “Reflection of Life” DVD Memorial Tribute featuring special
people, places and events of Lindell’s life was presented to the family and friends.
The Masonic service was accorded at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, by Frankfort No. 567
Masonic Lodge.
The visitation resumed on Friday morning, February 5, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.

at the church.
Prior to the time of the service bagpiper, Paul Thompson piped a medley of tunes as law
enforcement official presented their walk thru ceremony.
Following the walk thru the funeral service was at 11:00 a.m. with Pastor Roger Marvel
presiding.
Comments of memory and reading of the “Policeman’s Prayer” were presented by
Lindell’s son, Ray Blades.
The prelude and postlude musical selections were recorded bluegrass selections.
Special bluegrass selections presented during the service were “I’ll Fly Away” and “Will
The Circle Be Unbroken” presented by Jim Rotramel on the banjo, Terry Conner on the
guitar and singing vocal, Glenda Shew on the upright bass and Jack Blades on the
mandolin.
The service concluded with the recorded musical selection “Go Rest High on That
Mountain” by Vince Gill.
Interment followed next to his first wife Shelia in Tower Heights Cemetery of West
Frankfort.
The casket was led to the gravesite by bagpiper, Paul Thompson who also presented the
special selection “Amazing Grace” during the committal service.
Pallbearers were John Blades, Kevin Blades, Dax Davidson, Devin King, Chad Blades,
Daniel Loeh, Sean King and Kelly Tyner.
Following the committal service at the cemetery the family and friends gathered at First
Christian Church in Johnston City, IL for a meal and continued time of fellowship and
support.
For those who preferred, memorial contributions were made to either “West Frankfort
Police Auxiliary” or “Hospice of Southern Illinois” and mailed in care of Stone Funeral
Home, 1201 East Poplar St., West Frankfort, IL 62896. Memorial envelopes were
available at the church.
For additional information please contact the funeral home by calling 618-932-2161.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Stone Funeral Home - February 03, 2016 at 10:56 PM

“

I am so heartbroken over the news of my friend, “Uncle Lindell”, passing. I live just
south of Chicago, and visit my relatives in West Frankfort on a regular basis.
Although Lindell was not a blood relative, I got acquainted with him through my
cousin Jace and his mom - Aunt Lu - who is Lindell’s sister and once married to my
mom’s brother. I would make it a point to visit Uncle Lindell at his house by the lake
whenever I would come to town. I would fish off of his dock, or listen to him play
guitar, or just shoot the breeze with him.
My daughter and I went fishing one rainy day while he was watching his
grandchildren in his pavilion. It was hilarious watching him make bologna sandwiches
for the kids while at the same time keeping the dogs from snatching the sandwiches
from the picnic table.
One particular time I went to visit and fish off the dock and he said, “Go ahead and
take the pontoon out,” to which I replied, “I can’t take another man’s boat out!” So he
stopped whatever it was that he was fiddling with that day, looked me dead in eye,
and said, “This can wait,” and took me out fishing in his pontoon. We really didn’t
seriously fish - just threw a bass lure once in a while - but more or less got to know
each other that day. We talked a lot about his career in law enforcement and my
career as an educator among many other topics. I learned about life, humility and
patience that day. I also began to realize what a special, unique, and really, really
humorous man he was. Man he was so funny!
I will cherish these and many other wonderful memories for the rest of my life. My
deepest condolences go to his surviving family members. I’m really going to miss you
Uncle Lindell. I’ll see you on the new lake in the sky.
Your Friend,
Brian “Kent” Lemmon

Brian "Kent" Lemmon - February 04, 2016 at 09:13 AM

“

Had the pleasure of going through Police Academy with Lindell. Lots of laughs and
stories that will last forever. Kent Renshaw of Mt. Vernon was in the class, he
nicknamed Lindell Bubolts after some character in Mt. Vernon. That name stuck with
some of us till this day. I loved this guy, and will miss him greatly. Rest in peace
Bubolts, you have finished your tour of duty. See you again, and we'll all laugh
together.

John "Grassy" Graskewicz - February 03, 2016 at 11:03 AM

“

Good Family-Charley&Janet, Rick&Anna, Terry&Roberta, Tim purchased the
Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of Lindell D. Blades.

Good Family-Charley&Janet, Rick&Anna, Terry&Roberta, Tim - February 03, 2016 at 10:08 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Stone Funeral Home - February 02, 2016 at 04:43 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Stone Funeral Home - February 02, 2016 at 04:42 PM

“

Lindell was my mentor, my partner, and my friend for many years... I enjoyed working
with him during my time at the college. He is a fantastic man and a good, upright
Mason. I wish there were more old-time policemen like him in this world. He will be
missed!
Sincerely,
Matthew Bynum

Matthew Bynum - February 01, 2016 at 07:25 PM

“

Stone Funeral Home sent a virtual gift in memory of Lindell D. Blades

Stone Funeral Home - February 01, 2016 at 02:51 PM

